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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU, JANUARY 12, 1972 


1. I have had a response from Washington in answer to the questions 
which you asked yesterday regarding the negotiating proposal which 
President Nixon plans to present publicly. 

a) New dates in paragraphs 1 and 2? 

The new dates would be March 1 and September 1, 1972, or 
a six month period. With passage of time and further with- 
drawals, we believe we can propose six months. This has 
for us the added domestic advantage of coinciding with the 
Mansfield resolution. 

b) What form would the President's presentation take? 

The President would give an address on the evening of 
January 18, Washington time. He will emphasize that not 
only this proposal but the whole negotiating process was 
worked out in close consultation with you throughout. He 
would emphasize your extremely forthcoming posture on 
negotiations . 



c) What should response be if queried on how proposal 
was presented? 


If asked how the proposal was presented, we should empha- 
size this close coordination with reference to the latest 
proposal. We could say that after getting your concurrence 
to the proposal, we passed it to the other side in Paris in 
advance of the meeting which they subsequently aborted. 

We would be glad to have specific suggestions you may have 
on this or any other aspect of the public explanation of our 
consultation process. 

d) Neutrality. 

We would emphasize that neutrality must apply to all the 
countries of Indochina, including North Viet-Nam, and 
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that methods must be sought to strengthen international 
guarantees of neutrality in Indochina to make them more 
effective than they have been in the past. 

e) Steps to be taken after public presentation of the 
proposal? 

President Nixon will say that not having heard any re- 
action from the other side, he is instructing Ambassador 
Porter to present the proposal formally at the next Paris 
plenary, i. e. , January 20. 

f) Could we be less specific, confining ourselves to a 
statement of principles ? 

We have both made statements of principles a good many 
times. We believe that if we are to achieve our primary 
objective of revealing our impressive record and putting 
the other side on the defensive, it is essential to be specific 
about our proposals. It also minimises the other side's 
ability to distort the private record. 
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